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the colored races were concerned; but he stresses the point that such
a system was the child of necessity rather than the result of any de-
liberate social or political orientation.9 This was later to be repeated
by that astute observer Koster, in words that the Indiophil Manuel
Bomfim is at pains to quote, beneath those of Southey, in the pages
of his Brazil in the Americas. "This advantage," writes Koster, al-
luding to the absence of such discrimination on the part of the Por-
tuguese as would tend to degrade the natives, "comes rather from
necessity than from a sense of justice."

For the formidable task of colonizing so extensive a tract as Brazil,
sixteenth-century Portugal had to avail itself of what man-power was
left it after the adventure of India. With such left-overs as these, con-
sisting almost wholly of those who were poor in economic resources,10
plebeian for the most part, and, in addition, of Mozarabic extraction -
which meant that their racial consciousness was even weaker than
that of the fidalgos or of the Portuguese from the north-with such
material it was hardly possible to establish in America an exclusively
white or strictly European regime. A compromise with the native
element was imposed by Portuguese colonial policy and was facilitated
by circumstances. The lustful inclinations of individuals without
family ties and surrounded by Indian women in the nude were to
serve powerful reasons of State, by rapidly populating the new land
with mestizo offspring. One thing is certain, and that is that the bulk
of colonial society throughout the sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
turies was founded and developed upon the basis of a widespread and
deep-going mixture of races that only the interference of the Jesuit
fathers kept from becoming an open libertinism, by regularizing it to
a large extent through the sacrament of Christian marriage.

The milieu in which Brazilian life began was one of sexual intoxica-
tion.

No sooner had the European leaped ashore than he found his feet
slipping among the naked Indian women, and the very fathers of the
Society of Jesus had to take care not to sink into the carnal mire; for
many of the clergy did permit themselves to become contaminated
with licentiousness. The women were the first to offer themselves to
the whites, the more ardent ones going to rub themselves against the
legs of these beings whom they supposed to be gods. They would give
themselves to the European for a comb or a broken mirror.
- "The women go naked and are unable to say no to anyone, but they

9 Robert Southey: History of Bra-    Alfredo Ellis, Jr., has established, pro-
zil (op. cit.).                                         vided Sao Paulo with its great oan-

10 This was the element that, as    deirante figures.